
ir 

I 1  
I i  

I 

I 1  
I i  

m Llf. No. 

I 

b E G I S  ROCKY FLATS 
EGLG ROCKY FLATS, INC. 
ROCKY FIATS PLANT, P.O. BOX 464. GOLDEN, COLORADO 80402-0464 (303) 966-7000 

RF-90- 0256 J;nuary 18, 1990 

4 a d  ? e s i p -  
Manager 
D O E ,  RFO 

Ref: D.  P. Simonson l t r  t o  B. P.  Warner, Request For Information'From 
General Accounting O f f i c e ,  January 1 2 ,  1990 

The following narrative and attachments are submitted t o  answer the above 
referenced request. 
order as the request.  

The responses are  provided i n  the same numerical 

1. Background information on the pondcrete problem i s  found in the 
attached Unusual Occurrence Report (UOR RFP P88-7-788 88-1, 
Enclosure: 1). 
problem was exacerbated by the  outdoor storage o f  the pondcrete 
while the disposal f a c i l i t y  was being permitted f o r  mixed waste. 
noted, the problem was multi - f a c e t e d  and involved several 
disc ipl ines .  Also noted i n  the  U O R ,  the deformed boxes were 
discovered on May 23, 1988 by the  Operations foremen. 

The stored pondcrete inventory requires  repackaging i n t o  plywood 
boxes, even i f  some o f  the waste forms had not destablized.  The 
t r i w a l l s  containers had deter iorated and the  c r i t e r i a  for package 
acceptance a t  NTS was a l s o  revised t o  require 4000 pounds per square 
foot  compressive s trength.  
the increased l a b o r ,  materials  and f a c i l i t i e s  for the remixing 
operation. 
land disposal r e s t r i c t i o n s  by May 8, 1990, three additional remix 
f a c i l i t i e s  are being implemented. 

In addition t o  be causes shown in the  UOR, the  

As 

The additional c o s t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  covers 

Furthermore, i n  order tc; meet new RCRA regulations for 

2 .  The cost  t o  c o r r e c t  the pondcrete problem i s  budgeted a t  S15.9M for 
FY90. 
$14.6M, which leaves a t o t a l  additional c o s t  o f  $1.3M. This budget 
includes a l l  personnel and equipment necessary for repackaging and 
remixing a l l  o f  the  pondcrete t r i w a l l s  on the pads. 

The original  FY90 budget p r i o r  t o  the accelerated e f f o r t s  was 

I f  a l l  of  the pondcrete t r i w a l l s  had o r i g i n a l l y  been properly mixed 
( n o t  require remixing), they would s t i l l  require repackaging. 
Approximately S1M could be saved from the above budget if  the 
pondcrete problem had not occurred. 
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The actual number o f  pondcrete blocks ( t r iwa l l s )  involved i s  13,276 
(as  o f  January 7, 1990). 
w i l l  need t o  be repackaged and 6310 t r i w a l l s  will requ i re  remixing.  

I t  has been estimated that  6976 t r i w a l l s  

3.  
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The current s ta tus  o f  the pondcrete problem i s  as fo l lows :  

remixing have been processed. 
located outs ide o f  Bu i ld ing  788 has been designed and should be 
constructed by January 30, 1990. Three addit ional  remixing 
f a c i l i t i e s  have been designed and w i l l  be located i n s i de  o f  heated 
tens ion membrane st ructures  being erected on the pads. 
f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  be ready f o r  operat ion the l a t e r  par t  o f  January. 

Approximately 126 people have been h i red  to  date t o  operate the 
remixing and repackaging f a c i l i t i e s .  

An enclosure f o r  the mixing f a c i l i t y  

These 

4 .  Pondcrete i s  being stored at  the Nevada Test  S i t e  (NTS) i n  what i s  
re fer red  t o  as inter im ret r ievab le  storage, i n  compliance with  the 
NTS inter im R C M  permit. The f i n a l  RCRA permit w i l l  s pec i f y  the 
permanent d i sposa l  conf igurat ion.  A l i k e l y  opt ion w i l l  be t o  leave 
the waste i n  place with addit ional  earth  over, or the waste may have 
t o  be relocated to  another storage p i t  a t  the NTS. 

5. The December 13, 1988 l e t t e r  t o  Mr Twining i s  enclosed (Enclosure:  
2) 

6. The J u l y  1986 DOE/EPA compliance agreement i s  enclosed (Enclosure:  
3) * 

7. No other documents were deemed germane. 

8. Po int  o f  contact f o r  further  quest ions i s  R. V .  Bynum, Process 
Technology Development, Bu i l d i ng  371, FTS 320-7100. 

U 
R. V .  Bynum, Manager 
Process Technology Development 

RVB: akb 

Encl osures : 
As Stated 

Or ig .  and 1 cc - D. P. Simonson 


